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A drill bit 





(57) A masonry drill bit having an active diameter of 
D, comprising a shaft and a tip 1 for engaging a work- 
piece, wherein the tip 1 is formed with a plurality of 



stepped portions shaped to cut a workpiece as the drill 
bit rotates. By virtue of the drill bit tip 5 configuration as 
described and claimed herein, a masonry drill bit 1 hav- 
ing improved performance is provided. 
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Description 

The present invention relates to a drill bit, and in 
particular to a drill bit which is usable with rotary or per- 
cussion drills or electro-pneumatic hammers. 

Such a drill bit is of particular use when drilling con- 
crete, aggregate, brick, natural stone or similar material, 
and hereafter is referred to as a masonry drill bit. 

In known masonry drill bits, a hard metal or carbide 
tip is provided with edges for drilling the materials de- 
scribed above. The tip is usually brazed into an end of 
a drill bit shaft. The shaft is usually a helically twisted 
steel web having a shank at its free end for insertion into 
a chuck mechanism of a tool such as those noted above. 

Known masonry bits can cope adequately with 
many of the materials into which they are required to 
drill. However, one material in particular is known to 
cause problems with masonry drill bits. This material is 
reinforced concrete or 'rebarV 

Reinforced concrete comprises a mixture of cement 
and gravel (concrete) reinforced by steel rods. The steel 
rods improve the strength of the concrete and prevent 
the structure from collapsing if the concrete fails. Typi- 
cally, the reinforcing rods are prestressed further to en- 
hance the material properties of the reinforced concrete. 

However, it is the presence of these rods that caus- 
es problems when drilling using known masonry drill 
bits. On encountering a rod, the drill is deflected affect- 
ing the hole being drilled, or the masonry drill bit simply 
extrudes the steel bar out of the way, damaging the drill 
bit. In either case, the rate of depth penetration is slowed 
significantly. Typically, once five bars have been en- 
countered, known masonry drill bits are no longer usa- 
ble. 

Further, while it is important for a masonry drill bit 
to produce a hole in a workpiece as quickly as possible, 
it is believed that the life of the drill bit and a minimum 
of edge clipping of the hole are considered by users of 
masonry drill bits to be more important than a saving in 
the time needed to drill a hole in a given material with 
the drill bit. 

It is an advantage of the present invention that it 
provides improved performance in drilling into a variety 
of materials, and in particular reinforced concrete and 
provides an improvement in the life and durability of a 
masonry drill bit. 

According to the present invention a drill bit is pro- 
vided comprising a shaft and a tip for engagement with 
a workpiece, the tip being formed with a plurality of 
stepped portions disposed either side of a central axis 
of the drill bit, the stepped portions being shaped to cut 
a workpiece as the drill bit rotates about the axis. 

The tip preferably includes between the innermost 
stepped portions a central chisel edge defined by two 
pairs of flanks inclined away from the chisel edge. By 
including a flank on the leading edges of the central chis- 
el edge, such that the central chisel edge has negative 
leading edges, failure of the drill bit tip is less likely to 



occur. 

Preferably the flanks of each pair are inclined at dif- 
ferent angles. More preferably, one flank of each pair is 
inclined at between 30° and 40° to a plane perpendicu- 
s lar to the axis of the shaft, ideally about 35°, and the 
other flank of each pair is inclined at between 50° and 
60°, ideally about 55° , to the same plane. The leading 
flank of each pair is the flank preferably inclined at about 
55°. 

to in one embodiment, the tip may be tungsten carbide 
or some other equivalent material. 

If the tip is steel, it is preferably formed integrally 
with the shaft of the drill bit. Of course, the tip may be 
manufactured from a different material to the shaft, if it 
is is more appropriate to do so. 

Preferably each stepped portion comprises two 
symmetrical cutting edges on opposite sides of the tip. 
Further, the cutting edges are preferably inclined rear- 
wardly relative to the central chisel portion. More pref- 
erably, an angle of between 90° and 1 30° is formed be- 
tween the two cutting edges in a plane accommodating 
the shaft. As a result, a cleaner edge to the hole being 
drilled can be achieved. 

Preferably each cutting edge is defined by a flat 
which extends rearwardly of the cutting edge at an angle 
of between 35° and 40° relative to a plane perpendicular 
to the axis of the shaft. 

The shaft preferably includes an helical web for as- 
sisting removal of debris during drilling, as in most nor- 
mal masonry drill bits. 

The present invention will now be described, by way 
of example only, with reference to the accompanying 
drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 shows a perspective view of a drill bit tip 
for use in the present invention; 
Figure 2 shows a side view of the drill bit tip of Figure 

1; 

Figure 3 shows a plan view of the drill bit tip of Figure 

1; 

Figure 4 shows a first end view of the drill bit tip of 
Figure 1 ; 

Figure 5 shows a second end view of the drill bit tip 
of Figure 1 ; 

Figure 6 shows a perspective view of a second em- 
bodiment of a drill bit tip for use in the present in- 
vention; and 

Figure 7 shows a front view of a masonry drill bit. 

Referring to the drawings, a masonry drill bit ac- 
cording to the present invention may comprise a shaft 
3 (one end 2 of which is shown in ghost in Figures 2 to 
5) and a drill bit tip 1 . The shaft 3 includes a shank 7 for 
insertion in a chuck or tool holder of a drill or hammer 
and a helically twisted steel web 9 extending in a forward 
direction from the shank (Figure 7). The web may be 
fluted or straight as is chosen for the required applica- 
tion. The end of the web is provided with a slot to receive 
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the drill bit tip 1 . The drill bit tip 1 may be manufactured 
from cemented tungsten carbide and fixed to the web 
by brazing. Alternatively, the tip 1 may be attached by 
welding or another suitable mechanical fixing arrange- 
ment. 

Referring now to Figures 1 to 5, the drill bit tip 1 has 
a diameter D and comprises a central portion 11 and an 
outer portion 13. The central portion 11 has a width B 
between approximately 0.25D and0.75D. The particular 
relative width of the central portion is dictated by the ac- 
tual active diameter of the drill bit. For example, if the 
active diameter is small, such as 4 mm, the relative width 
of the central portion is preferably high, such as 0.75D. 
If the active diameter is large, such as 20 mm, the rela- 
tive width of the central portion is smaller, such as 0.33D. 
This is because, if the relative width of the central portion 
is large for a drill bit having a large active diameter, the 
edge of the hole produced by the drill bit may become 
chipped or otherwise damaged during drilling. 

The central portion 11 is shaped to act as a chisel 
when the drill bit is being used with a percussion drill or 
hammer. In such a use, the central portion of a hole be- 
ing drilled is pounded or chiselled with the central portion 
of the drill bit, causing the workpiece to crack and dis- 
integrate in this region. The outer portion of the drill bit 
forms the outer portion of the hole in a manner to be 
described. 

The central portion 11 of the drill bit tip comprises a 
chisel edge 15 formed by two sets of flanks 17a. 17b; 
19a, 19b. In use, the drill bit will rotate in the direction 
of arrow A in Figure 3. As a result, the leading edge of 
the central portion 11 is defined by flanks 1 7a, 1 9a. The 
front flanks 1 7a, 1 9a are typically inclined at an angle of 
between about 50* and about 70° to a plane perpendic- 
ular to the axis of the drill bit. Preferably the angle is 
about 60° to the plane perpendicular to the axis of the 
drill bit. The trailing flanks 1 7b, 1 9b are not so steep, 
typically inclined at an angle of about 30° to the plane 
perpendicular to the axis of the drill bit. 

The chisel edge 1 5 may be formed as a sharp edge 
where the flanks join. However, it has been found that 
a very slight curvature helps to avoid damage to the tip 
during use, such damage causing the drill bit to become 
unstable. 

The outer portion of the drill bit tip 1 comprises, on 
either side of the central portion, cutting edges 21 
formed between front and rear surfaces 23 of the tip, 
together with a series of inclined flats 25 which extend 
rearwardly of the cutting edges 21 . The flats extend rear- 
wardly of the cutting edges 21 at an angle of between 
35° and 40° relative to a plane perpendicular to the axis 
of the shaft. The cutting edges are formed with steps. 
The steps comprise a number of downward parts joining 
each of the flats 25 in the series. Once again, the cutting 
edges 21 are provided with a slight curvature thereby 
avoiding catastrophic damage being caused to the cut- 
ting edge 21 during use. 

Each of the front and rear surfaces 23 form a lead- 



in face in the direction of rotation of the drill bit (direction 
A when viewed as Figure 3), wherein each of the cutting 
edges 21 are set back from such lead-in surfaces 23 
(Figure 5). This is clearly seen in Figures 4 and 5 where- 
s in the cutting edge 21 is formed between the series of 
inclined flats 25, which extend rearwardly of the cutting 
edges 21 and a front inclined surface extending f orward- 
ly of the cutting edge 21 and substantially co-planar with 
the flanks 19a and 17a respectively (Figure 4). 

The number of steps is related to the diameter of 
the drill bit. A larger drill bit (as in the embodiment of 
Figures 1 to 5) will typically have a greater number of 
steps than a drill bit of smaller diameter (as in the em- 
bodiment of Figure 6). The angle included between the 
outward part of the cutting edges 21 may be between 
approximately 90° and 1 30° in the plane of the shaft. 
The number of steps is also related to the distance the 
drill bit moves during a hammering cycle. Preferably, the 
height of each stepped portion, in the direction of the 
drilling axis, is at least three times the distance the drill 
bit moves during a hammering cycle. 

Outer sides 27 of the drill bit tip may taper inwardly 
from the cutting edges 21. This arrangement avoids 
fouling of the drill bit, and allows the drill bit tip to produce 
an accurate and clearly cut hole in the workpiece. Sim- 
ilarly the central portion and each of the steps may be 
tapered inwardly away from the leading surfaces 17a, 
1 9a. Typically the degree of taper may be between 8° 
and 12°, and is preferably 8° as illustrated in Figure 3. 

In use, once the hole has been started as described 
above, the outer portion of the drill bit tip acts to cut the 
remainder of the hole. However, the steps in the outer 
portion of the drill bit tip mean that the outer portion can 
to a limited extent perform as a chisel along the entirety 
of the cutting edges 21 . This two action drilling process 
produces a neat and accurate hole in a workpiece. Also, 
the changing of direction of the cutting edges by the step 
formation, that is the interruption of the cutting edges, 
leads to reduced cutting forces. Further any metal cut 
from a bar (in reinforced concrete), due to the interrupt- 
ed nature of the cutting edges is formed as small chips 
rather than as lengths of swarf, the chips being easily 
transported away from the drilling site along the helically 
twisted steel web. 

The stepped design of the cutting edge serves to 
improve the cutting performance of the drill tip when en- 
countering a bar in reinforced concrete since, in com- 
parison to a standard masonry drill tip, a smaller area of 
the tip (one step) will engage the bar, creating a greater 
force per unit area of the cutting edge in contact with the 
bar which allows the bar to be cut more readily. 

An second embodiment of a drill bit tip according to 
the invention is shown in Figure 6. This embodiment is 
suitable for a drill bit of smaller diameter than that of the 
previous embodiment. As can be seen there are fewer 
stepped portions than in the previous embodiment. 

The outer portion of the drill bit tip 101 comprises 
on either side of the central portion, cutting edges 121 
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formed between front and rear surfaces 123 of the tip 
together with a series of inclined flats 125 extend rear- 
wardly of the cutting edges 121. The flats extend rear- 
wardly of the cutting edges 121 at an angle of between 
35° and 40° relative to a plane perpendicular to the axis s 
of a shaft. The cutting edges are formed with steps. The 
steps comprise a number of downward parts joining 
each of the flats 125 in the series. 

Between the innermost steps there is a central chis- 
el edge 115 defined by two pairs of flanks (11 7a, 11 9b 10 
shown; 11 7b, 11 9a not shown) inclined away from the 
central chisel edge. One flank 117b, 119b of each pair 
is inclined at between 30° and 40° to a plane perpen- 
dicular to the axis of the drill bit. One flank of each pair 
1 1 7a, 1 1 9a is inclined at between 50° and 60° to a plane is 
perpendicular to the axis of the drill bit. 



10. A drill bit as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein 
each stepped portion comprises two symmetrical 
cutting edges on opposite sides of the tip. 

11. A drill bit as claimed in claim 10, wherein the cutting 
edges are inclined rearwardly relative to a or the 
plane perpendicular to the axis of the drill bit. 

12. A drill bit as claimed in claim 11, wherein an angle 
of between 90° and 1 30° is formed between the two 
cutting edges in a plane of the shaft. 

13. A drill bit as claimed in claim 10, claim 11 or claim 
1 2, wherein each cutting edge is defined by a series 
of flats which extend rearwardly from the cutting 
edge at an angle of between 35° and 40° relative 
to a plane perpendicular to the axis of the shaft. 



Claims 

20 

1. A drill bit comprising a shaft and a tip for engaging 
a workpiece, the tip being formed with a plurality of 
stepped portions disposed either side of a central 
axis of the drill bit, the stepped portions being 
shaped to cut a workpiece as the drill bit rotates 25 
about the axis. 

2. A drill bit as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the plurality 
is two or three. 

30 

3. A drill bit as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2, charac- 
terised in that it further includes between the inner- 
most stepped portions a central chisel edge defined 
by two pairs of flanks inclined away from the central 
chisel edge. 36 



14. A drill brt as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein 
the shaft includes an helical web for-assisting re- 
moval of debris during drilling. 

15. A drill bit as claimed in claim 14, wherein the web 
includes flutes. 

1 6. A masonry drill bit substantially as described herein 
with reference to and as illustrated in any of the ac- 
companying drawings. 



4. A drill bit as claimed in claim 3, wherein the flanks 
of each pair are inclined at different angles to a 
plane perpendicular to the axis of the drill bit. 

5. A drill bit as claimed in claim 4, wherein one flank 
of each pair is inclined at between 30° and 40° to a 
plane perpendicular to the axis of the drill bit. 



6. A drill bit as claimed in claim 4 or claim 5, wherein *s 
one flank of each pair is inclined at between 50* and 
60° to a plane perpendicular to the axis of the drill 
bit. 



7. A drill bit as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein so 
the tip is tungsten carbide. 



8. A drill bit as claimed in any one of claims 3 to 6, 
wherein the central portion is steel. 

55 

9. A drill bit as claimed in claim 8, wherein the central 
portion is formed integrally with the shaft. 
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